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The news in the world appears bleak.  There are riots, acts of violence and terrorism, and people being put to death in cruel and inhuman ways.  Political rhetoric promotes fear and a strong imperative for people to arm themselves.  The general public lives in fear.  Religion is promoting distinctions based on membership and race, and highlighting a way of life that is measurable.  Storms and natural disasters are causing havoc, and illnesses and tragedies affect most people.
This sums up the world in which we find ourselves, and the world in which Mary, the mother of Jesus, finds herself too.  It is a world created by us and captured in the story of Adam and Eve.  It is caused by our naturally choosing to establish a self apart from God.
The feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary offers us good news to contrast the bleak news.  It says to us: God cannot be separated from us; God does not condemn us or seek to punish us.  The Immaculate Conception is the church’s teaching that God chooses – despite our contrary persistent insistence – to offer a way of knowing that we are not alone.

The feast of the Immaculate Conception is God letting us know that it is possible for us to know and live in loving relationship with God and each other.  It is the recognition that God’s greatest desire is for us to receive the grace to see that we are more than the person that we create.  We are more than someone who is unduly influenced by the way of life that emanates from sin.  That is, a way of life that pursues separateness rather than union.
Mary, in our Gospel from Luke, is shown allowing herself to be immersed in the union that exists between God and us.  She – somehow – permits God to act on her life, rather than expecting or demanding that God do what she wants.  The results are always the same when we permit God to act in our lives: we are impregnated by the Spirit of God.

The results are significant.  We remain aware of the continued strife that exists in the world, but it no longer causes us to be afraid or determined or paranoid or combative.  It no longer causes us to separate ourselves from others.  We, instead, are more willing to suffer with others, and we discover – somehow – that we are in union with all other people.
Our being impregnated with the Spirit of God doesn’t eliminate evil in the world.  It doesn’t prevent violence, illness, or tragedies from happening.  It does, however, help us to humbly receive God’s oneness with us and the world, and free us to love – sometimes – as God loves us.
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