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One of the outcries of some who hold fast to the belief that Jesus dies for our sins is that life can exist nowhere else in the universe.  When we hold fast to the belief that it is the human fate to be lost in sin that can only be forgiven because Jesus is nailed to a tree, we can easily think that we can keep control of our lives.  We relate with God primarily as One with whom we have made a business agreement.


This isn’t new.  The story of Job, for example, contrasts an establish theology in which God is a detached despot who rewards the righteous with wealth, power, and prestige, and punishes the unrighteous (sinners) with poverty, weakness, and disgrace.  This is Job’s belief too until life intervenes and this way of seeing God stops working for him.

The friends of Job insist and defend that the established theology is the only true way of seeing God, and accuse Job of many horrible things.  Eventually, Job, falls through the doubt, the physical, mental, and emotional suffering, the complete disruption of his world, and into the hands of God.  His journey is necessarily one that he makes alone.  His friends are mired in a way of seeing God that still works for them, so they have no need to make an adjustment.  They are content with answers.  Job is inundated with questions.

Job’s life – as a result of the journey – is transformed.  His friends don’t change.  They can’t be changed because they don’t have a need to change.  Their way of seeing God still works for them.  Hence, they cannot be judged.

Jesus encounters something similar.  He experiences God not as a business partner but as Father.  That is, he experiences God as one who relates personally and lovingly.  This creates for Jesus a sense of community in which all are included.  His way of seeing God and expressing God doesn’t sit well with many who are immersed in the established way of seeing God.  The established way of seeing God works for them, and they are driven to defend what works for them.

They accuse Jesus of making God too available!  He says things like ‘for [God] makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust.’  Jesus interacts, touches, and eats with the unclean, with sinners, and with those thought to be condemned by God.  That is, Jesus is open.  His actions cannot be tolerated because – for those who are defending their closed religion - God loves conditionally.  Only if we do our part does God decide to reward us with love.  Otherwise, God decides to punish us.  God, from this perspective, decides to love or not love.  Jesus says God never decides.  God is love and therefore cannot not love.

The way in which we understand God is the way that we understand ourselves and others.  If our experience of God is One who must decide then God also judges, punishes, and condemns and we will do the same.  If our experience of God is One who must love because love is who God is then we will tend to be impelled to be open to God flowing through us.


Only two things can bring about transformation in us.  One is great suffering.  The other is great love.  Both Job and Jesus are misunderstood and condemned: one verbally; the other by being put to death for blaspheming and sedition.  Both fall unfailingly into the hands of God: Job’s life is restored; Jesus is raised from the dead.  Both serve as a model for us.  Both shock us by what happens to them.  That shock is sometimes enough for us to see that we become the God that we worship. 
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