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A theme running through the Scriptures is the importance to be of service to each other.  No exceptions are made.  Why is this theme so insistent?  Why do we hear this week both the prophet Ezekiel and the gospel writer Matthew insist that the consequences of not being of service are catastrophic?

God is relational.  We, who are created in the image and likeness of God, are also relational.  God is relational because God sees in all others God’s own image.  A connection is made.  We too are relational because we are created in God’s image and likeness.  The difficulty comes when we create our own image of God.  Jesus addresses this in today’s Gospel story.

He connects knowing that we are loved by God and being of service to others.  Most often when we live in the environment that God’s love creates for us, being of service to others happens so naturally that we fail to realize that we are being of service.  We are open and so God’s love flows through us without resistance.

When, on the other hand, we live in fear in our closed self-sufficient system, being of service doesn’t happen because God can’t flow through us.  As a result, we need to be motivated by getting something for the service rendered.  Merit, reward, and punishment are the key elements that drive our lives.

When we live knowing that we are loved, our life is open to possibilities.  When we live not knowing that we are loved, our life is closed to possibilities.  Most of us fall somewhere in between the two.
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