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Three small children were determined to have a puppy. Mom protested because she knew that she would end up caring for the dog.  True to form, the children solemnly promised that they would take care of the puppy.  Eventually, she relented and they brought their little puppy home.  The children named him Danny and cared for him diligently – for a time. But, sure enough, as time passed, Mom found herself becoming more and more responsible for taking care of the dog. 


Finally, she decided that the children were not living up to their promise so she began to search for a new home for Danny. When she found one and broke the news to the children, she was quite surprised that they had almost no reaction at all. One of them even said rather matter-of-factly, ‘We'll miss him.’

‘I’m sure we will,’ Mom answered, ‘but he is too much work for one person and since I'm the one that has to do all the work, I say he goes.’

‘But,’ protested another child, ‘if he wouldn't eat so much and wouldn't be so messy then could we keep him?’

Mom held her ground, ‘It's time to take Danny to his new home.’ 

Suddenly, with one voice and with tears in their eyes, the children exclaimed, ‘Danny? We thought you said Daddy!’
Today, we celebrate living in the Godhead, the relationship that is God.  When Saint Paul tried to imagine this relationship, he used a functioning body.  Many of us have experiential knowledge about living in a body in which everything is working together in harmony, and living in a body when parts of the body are damaged or diseased.  Our bodies are relational interiorly and exteriorly.

Unfortunately, we tend to think and feel that we can live independently and self-sufficiently.  We are then required to determine what we are worth.  When we focus on our worth, we lose sight of our relational nature.  When we feel that we have made ourselves worthy (by living a moral life and maintaining our religious practices) to be in a relationship with God, we look for rewards.  When we don’t feel that we are worthy (because of a moral flaw or because we haven’t faithfully maintained our religious practices), we fear that God will punish us.  We fail to accept (because we misunderstand like the children in our opening story) that the relationship that we have with God is initiated and maintained by God.
One way that this misunderstanding is clearly demonstrated is with the reception of Communion.  I can’t tell you the number of people who tell me that they have either received Communion unworthily, or have not received Communion because they have declared themselves unworthy!  When we view Communion from this perspective, we are stating that receiving Communion is a reward for our making ourselves worthy.
Truth be told, we can’t make ourselves worthy because Communion isn’t about our being worthy or unworthy, rewards or punishments.  Communion is rather about God taking the initiative to commune with us… something that God always does.  God is revealed to us throughout the Scriptures as the One who always initiates connecting with us.  Who are we to refuse?
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