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When Jesus in today’s Gospel from Matthew tells us, ‘Take care not to perform righteous deeds in order that people may see them’, he isn’t telling us to hide.  Rather, he is saying our internal experience of God (that we are God’s beloved daughter or son) guides our external actions.  Our external actions, in this way, are a natural extension of who we are, and therefore we have no need for the good feelings that come from being noticed.


We often equate God’s mercy with forgiveness.  The Scriptures – including our second reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians – speak of God’s mercy as who God is, and who we are… it is a way of life in which we experience our union with God and all of creation.  The difficulty that we experience when we begin to practice living this way of life is that it feels like nothing.

Theresa of Calcutta experiences God in the inclination that she has to be of service to the poor and the indigent.  Once she begins to practice living this experience, she no longer ‘feels’ God.  The sense of accomplishment; the sense that she is doing good; the sense that she is doing God’s will, vanish.  She feels hollow and she experiences willingness and a push to continue living her initial experience to be of service to the poor.  This brings her life even as she feels like she is dead.

As we receive the sign of the cross on our forehead today, let it be a reminder that we cannot grasp mercy.  Mercy is a gift that has already been given to us… because this is who God is to us.  The sign of the cross also reminds us that in order to receive life we must also receive death.  Finally, the ashes are a reminder that we cannot live life alone.  If we try, our limitations get in the way.
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