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There is a great deal of irony in today’s Scripture readings.  The prophet, Isaiah, declares: ‘Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, the glory of the [God] shines upon you.  See, darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon you [God] shines, and over you appears [God’s] glory.’  Jerusalem, however, is anything but ‘splendid’! It is in ruins!

This time of year is dark (literally and figuratively) for many people.  The joy and excitement experienced by some is matched by the sadness and despair by others.  The lack of sunlight weighs on many; while many others feel comforted by the coziness that darkness can offer.  The cold can cause joints to ache and can offer opportunities for ice skating and skiing.  The night sky can highlight the beauty of the galaxy and cause difficulty when we are driving.
The Jews returning to Palestine rejoice that they are allowed to worship God in a way with which they are familiar; and they are depressed that they have to rebuild everything.  Many cannot see God in their being released from captivity… so much has changed.  Some see their release as an opportunity for them to start fresh.  Others force themselves to be happy and demand that everyone else to be happy too!

The Gospel reading from Matthew offers us a story about magi searching for ‘the new born king’.  They stop at a logical place, Herod’s palace.  Herod is intrigued, we are told, and helps point the magi in the right direction.  He also has an ulterior motive: he wants to eliminate a possible threat!

We can mistakenly think that politicians and church leaders can save us.  We look to important people with fascination.  We readily accept most of what is told us as long as the person has a title and acts importantly.  Then, we turn on them when things don’t go the way that we want them to go.  We miss seeing God (hidden in plain sight) because we get too caught up in what we see or we are threatened and afraid.  

The light hidden in darkness none-the-less is present for all to see.  This is the good news that Jesus proclaims.  It is revealed in moments and in places that we lease expect to find it.  God grant us the grace to have eyes that see.
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