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When Star Wars was first released in the late 1970’s, it was greeted with immense enthusiasm!  ‘The force be with you’ was a common phrase heard in many unexpected places!  Today’s readings remind me of that phrase.  The force is everywhere (in the Star Wars movie).  It is available to everyone, but – it seems – few experience it or simply dismiss it.

The protagonist in the movie, Luke Skywalker, gradually accepts that the force exists, but he can’t seem to get beyond resisting.  His resistance comes in the form of attempting to control the force rather than trusting the force.  He feels that he must make the force do what he wants the force to do, rather than allowing the force to carry him in whichever direction the flow is taking him.  He limits the force because he is afraid that the force will cause him to be out-of-control.
When I was a youngster, my Dad and I were building a shed.  (Truth be told… he was building.  I was hindering!)  We were using a hand saw to cut the wood.  He watched me as I labored at cutting the board.  After a time he suggested: ‘Let the saw cut the wood.’  I looked him like he had two heads.  I was using the saw cut the wood!  Couldn’t he see that I was using the saw!  Then he showed me what he meant.  Sawing the wood gradually became much less laborious as I released control and allowed the saw to cut the wood.
The human tendency is to resist the Spirit (God’s love); and we resist so consistently that we don’t know that we are resisting!  We, instead of allowing God to be God, attempt to do what only God can do; instead of accepting the invitation that Jesus gives us in today’s Gospel from John, we tell God what God should be doing.

Recently, an outcry has been heard that Pope Francis declared that there is no hell.  What Pope Francis did say to a young boy, who was genuinely concerned for his Dad who is a non-believe, is: ‘God is the one who says who goes to heaven.’   No one and nothing (including the Catechism or the pope, or a bishop, or a priest, or a brilliant theologian, or a self-righteous Catholic) can control who goes to heaven.

Something similar happens in our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  Peter (and several other of the apostles) refuses to share the Gospel message with non-Jews (i.e. those thought to be unclean).  He grudgingly hears God saying to him: ‘Do not call unclean that which I have created clean!’  Peter – somewhat unwillingly – accepts an invitation to visit with a non-Jewish family, and is completely taken aback that they are open to receive the same Spirit that has been shared with the Jewish disciples of Jesus.

Jesus on numerous occasions shares with his disciples that God is with them and with all of creation.  He first speaks about God being completely vulnerable and then God’s vulnerability is demonstrated in his death on the cross.  Much like my Dad, God through Jesus suggests that we trust God do what God does: love us completely.
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