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A couple was preparing for a yard sale at their home.  Among the items they put up for sale was an old mirror they had received many years before as a wedding present.  Because of its garish aqua-colored metal frame, they never found a place in their house where it looked good.

During the sale, a man looking over the items saw the mirror and called to his wife:   ‘Look at this beautiful mirror!  It still has the plastic on it!’
He peeled the ugly blue plastic protective covering away and, to the shock of the sellers, revealed a beautiful gold-finished frame.
This story, in some ways, is like our Gospel story from John.  We each have a protective covering that is so much a part of us that we think and feel that it is who we are!  And we never find a place where we are at ease and at peace with ourselves.  It takes someone else to recognize us for who we are beneath the protective covering.  The peeling away is always a shock to us.
If we are not ready to have the protective covering peeled away, it does more harm than good.  We resist and can hurt ourselves further.  Jesus in our story from John’s Gospel waits.  He doesn’t react immediately to the summons that he receives.  He is free to see something beyond the urgent message.  He patiently bides his time until a complete peeling away can take place.
This is not without cost.  When a parent can see what their hurting child is not capable of seeing or ready to see about themselves, it is painful.  When a teacher can see what a discouraged student is not capable of seeing or ready to see about themselves, it can be painful.  It is often most difficult to wait.

God always waits patiently for a time in which we are capable and ready to receive help by another or others to come to a freedom and to receive the strength to see and withstand the shock of having our protective covering removed.  We experience this freedom and strength in Jesus’ life in his death and resurrection.  We don’t know specifically who helped peel away the protective covering from him, but someone – possibly more than one – did.
There is a great deal of ugliness in the world and most of it is the protective covering which we receive from others.  We sometimes call this Original Sin.  It is what is passed onto us in order to protect us, and it does for a time.  We also need, at some point in our lives, someone who patiently waits for an opportune (often it is an inopportune) moment to call us forth; to remove the protective covering and help us to live as God creates us to be: free and at ease with the person God creates.
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