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God is not a mercenary.  God does not receive payment for services rendered.  Unfortunately, we are so used to business transactions that we unconsciously carry this image from our everyday world to God’s relationship with us, as well as the relationships that other people and all of creation have with us.

Exploitation is never very far away when a business mindset is operating.  The destruction and overuse of the earth, depleting all that is useful to us and discarding the rest has already brought us to and beyond the tipping point.  The earth can no longer renew the resources that we are using.

The over emphasis that is being placed on sacrifice and moral discipline is doing something similar with our spiritual journey.  Rather than highlighting God intimately active – flowing through our lives – we look for ways to feel righteous so that God must reward us.  Our Gospel story from John is saying something similar.
The story that Jesus uses in the Gospel emphasizes that the shepherd loves the sheep, and as a result of this love shares all that he is with the sheep.  That is, the shepherd trusts the relationship between himself and the sheep completely.  The shepherd is wholly open.  Should the need arise, the shepherd will die protecting the sheep.
Someone who is hired, works for pay.  A business agreement is the operating system.  There is no love.  There is only a contract.  It is a closed system in which the hired shepherd is only interested in the sheep to the degree that he is being paid.  There is no trust.  There is no shared openness.
Jesus is saying that God openly loves us and trusts us.  God relates with us as someone who is in love with us.  It isn’t a matter of God deciding to love us; God does, and can do nothing else.

Conversely, Jesus is also saying that God does not work for pay.  There is no business contract between God and us in which God measures just how much will be given us based upon payment.  God isn’t a mercenary.

The Gospel invites us to reflect upon the way in which God relates with us.  Is our perspective, for example, that God works for pay: i.e. requires us to live morally, and offer or make sacrifices in payment for love?  This way of life always includes fear.  We are never complete sure of God’s decision.

Is our perspective that God must love us because God is love: i.e. we trust God to be open because God first trusts us and is completely open to us? This way of life gently and gradually frees us to live a life of love in which God flows through us to others.
Most likely, upon reflection, we might discover that we live with both perspectives.
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