Fourth Sunday in Easter (A)


05/07/2017
When I was young, we had a beagle.  Tina was happy and loving and hated anyone in a uniform.  One afternoon I returned from a little league game and without thinking I approached Tina while still wearing my uniform.  She went ballistic… until she heard my voice.  Then, she was her happy and loving self.
Tina learned my voice by listening.  We too need to learn the voice of God by listening.  This is no easy task.  God’s voice isn’t audible and it can be audible.  The ancients, for example, experience the voice of God in thunder, in the ocean surf, and in a howling wind.  They also experience the voice of God in the slightest breeze, in a babbling brook, and in complete stillness.  Few of these experiences – if any – give them actual instructions or directions.  Rather, their experiences give them a sense of purpose and safety.

A sense of purpose and safety, however, can be misleading.  When we have a sense of purpose, it doesn’t necessarily mean that we are being directed or instructed by God.  Our purpose or sense of safety might also be generated by ourselves.  This isn’t something bad and it can be misleading.  Social action, for example, is good and it can originate in us rather than being encouraged by God.  When it originates in us, we tend to create an atmosphere in which good is battling against evil; and we are disappointed or judgmental that others are not doing what we are doing.  When encouraged by God, we receive and share with others.  We are without concern about good and evil; nor are we concerned about what other people are doing or not doing.
Learning implies mistakes being made.  When we practice listening to the voice of God, it is not unusual for us to mistakenly substitute a voice that is more to our liking, or to take offense at the voice that disagrees with us.  That is, we become wrapped up in being liked by others and holding public opinion to be true.  
My dog, Tina, mistook me for someone who she didn’t like.  It took the familiar voice for her to know that her purpose (to protect and defend) was mistaken and that she was safe.  Once she knew her mistake, her immediate response was happiness and love.  So too it can be with us.  Our mistakes – though painful at times – are not very important; receiving and sharing what we have received is most important!  This is the Trinity dwelling in us.
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