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I suspect that we all have been impatient at one time or another.  When we feel impatient, each second can feel like an hour.  I admit: at one time I disliked wedding rehearsals.  I never felt that they were convenient.  I often felt like being someplace else and doing something else.  Then – on rare occasions – someone in the wedding party would make suggestions, would want something other than was usual, or want to photograph everything, all of which just fueled my impatience.

Impatience usually has to do with our wanting something different than what is.  The driver in front of us isn’t doing the speed that we want to travel.  The person in the checkout really should have had her wallet out of her purse beforehand.  The people sitting at the table are only talking.  They could talk someplace else and not cause us to wait.
It is also the experience of the people in our first reading from Exodus and the experience of the Samaritan woman in our Gospel from John.  The people in Exodus are thirsty and are impatient that Moses is not providing water to quench their thirst.  The Samaritan woman is tired of having to draw water from the well and impatiently leaps at the prospect that Jesus can provide her with water that will forever quench her thirst.  Both want something other than what they have.
Generally, this leads us to judge and condemn ourselves and others.  God, in our first reading from Exodus, and Jesus, in our Gospel story from John, do neither.  Rather, God and Jesus meet impatience with patience; judgment with compassion; condemnation with mercy.  That will always be true because God cannot be other than who God is: patient, compassionate, and merciful.

This too is who God creates us to be, but often we fall short… which God transforms from a curse to a blessing for us.  When we fall short, we have an opportunity to experience God being patient, compassionate, and merciful to us; which, in turn, empowers to be patient, compassionate, and merciful to others.
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