Third Sunday in Easter (C) 
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The film, Good Will Hunting, a movie released in 1997, unfolds a drama between a young man who has learned to ignore the anger that erupts into uncontrollable violence, and a psychologist who is deeply depressed because of the death of his wife.  The young man, who is very intelligent and well-read in many topics, finds it easy to hide behind his intelligence.  The psychologist, who is stuck in his grief, finds that he can hide behind his ability to help others.  Both are prisoners of their inner ignored turmoil.
The young man, in their very first meeting, strikes a chord in the psychologist that causes him great pain and awakens a desire to experience life again.  He begins – slowly – to re-visit the love that he and his wife shared.  Unexpectedly, the willingness of the psychologist to share his experiences of pain and of love awakens within the young man a freedom to visit the pain of his childhood, and gradually his wounds heal and his uncontrollable anger fades.
We see a similar change in Peter and John in today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  The change is not so much external as internal (though it is visible to others).  It isn’t because Peter and John are apostles (our equivalent to a bishop) that they have authority to say, ‘We must obey God rather than [people].’ That would be external authority based on an office.  Rather, their authority comes from their internal experiences of pain and of love that evoke awareness that the union of God and Jesus includes them.
This experience of union, however, develops because of their painful struggles and journeys, numerous failures and doubts.  Interior authenticity does not come easily or cheaply.  We only truly experience our inner authority when the identity that we create (the business EGO) fails and, simultaneously, we are transformed by our experiencing undeserved mercy. The Christian journey always includes carrying a cross, being crucified, and experiencing resurrection.

The cross is suffering that we do not choose and resist repeatedly.  The crucifixion is experiencing our identity stripped from us by failure and loss.  The resurrection is an unexpected experience of life in the midst of crushing pain.
Love takes us where we are not free to go.  Love unearths what we have buried.  Love draws us into union with each other which leads to healing.  Love empowers us to experience and know that we are not alone, and endows us with inner authority that naturally flows through us to others.
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