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Our Gospel story from Luke reveals the disciples of Jesus living in ignorance.  The two disciples who met Jesus on the road to Emmaus are relating their experience, but they too are ignorant until after the breaking of the bread.  It seems we all live in ignorance until we don’t.


It takes some time after we experience and know that we are loved, but eventually we are free to see that living in ignorance is a human condition!  We live and act in a particular way because we don’t know that another way of living is possible.  We are ignorant that the way in which we are living and acting isn’t the only way to live and act.  That our religious beliefs and way of seeing God isn’t the only way of believing or seeing God.  This always results in our taking offense and feeling defensive.

The words ascribed to Peter in today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles show us the transformation that happens when we know that we are loved.  We observe and accept – without judgment and condemnation – that we have been living in ignorance.  This somehow creates space for us to be open and receptive to other people who are also living in ignorance.  This is the way that God relates with us.
God helps us to see areas of our lives that are closed, hurtful, and harmful, but God reveals these areas in such a way that we don’t feel the sting of an accusation.  Rather, God remains open and helps us to be receptive for healing and transformation to happen.  Hopefully we have all met someone who can lovingly show us where we are closed and offer us encouragement that stimulates pockets to spring open…even if the opening is small, it is a beginning.
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