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New born babies instinctively know if they are loved.  Those who know that they are loved tend to thrive.  Those who question if they are loved tend to have difficulties.  Those who know that they are not loved tend to stagnate.

Something similar happens when the focus that we are taught is on sin.  Guilt and shame readily emerge as negative motivators to behave in an acceptable way; or they lead us to blame, judge, or condemn others.  Either way the emphasis creates a world in which success and merit are uppermost in our minds.

Much of popular theology talks about God as a distant monarch who unfeelingly and arbitrarily rewards or punishes us.  The resulting view of us is that we are flawed.  Many of us readily accept that we are conceive with sin.  That is to say, when we are conceived we are immediately separated from God.  This is essentially the definition for Original Sin.  God, we are taught, gives the church the means by which Original Sin can be removed.  Unfortunately, the theology behind Original Sin doesn’t indicate that God is any less a distant monarch (or a tyrant) and continues to support and to reinforce the idea that God rewards and punishes us.  

The tendency encouraged by feeling that we are always being judged is to focus on individual actions that are defined as sinful.  The focus is on individual actions because we view ourselves as separate individuals who must meet certain criteria in order to be thought worthy.  This is a very shallow way of living that leads us to an inability to receive gifts freely given.  Anything that we receive must be earned (‘I am worthy to receive it because I have earned it.’) or repaid (‘I am in your debt until this is repaid.’)
John the Baptist lives in this point of view and he seems to be able to point to something beyond this point of view.  Jesus (a disciple of John) encounters God loving him.  We don’t know when this encounter takes place but the Gospels point to John encouraging him to know God as readily available as the river in which Jesus is standing.
Jesus focuses on an Original Blessing rather than an Original Sin.  He presents God as One who is without restrictions.  Saint Paul declares the same message when he announces that ‘nothing can separate us from the love of God!’  Both experience God personally relating with them rather than being separate from them.  And John the Baptist – in today’s Gospel – states clearly, “I am the voice of one crying out in the desert, 'make straight the way of the Lord!'”  God, in other words, he is saying, flows through him.
The Original Blessing of which Jesus speaks is the recognition that God creates us in God’s own image and likeness.  Nothing, Paul tells us, can change the way that God creates us… despite the concerted efforts for us to focus on sins rather than blessings.
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