32nd Sunday Ordinary Time (C) 


11/06/2016

When I was in the second grade, I had to attend Religious Education (CCD) classes because I was attending a public school.  The catechism, at the time, was used exclusively, and we must have been on a church belief concerning the afterlife.  The teacher was attempting to give us 6 or 7 year olds an image that we could mentally grasp.


I don’t recall what image she used for hell, but when it came to heaven, she spoke of an amusement park.  (She actually used Rocky Point as an example.)  She had us conjure up in our minds the level of fun we had riding the rides at the park, and then told us to multiple that fun a million times.


I tried to follow her instructions.  I attempted to imagine myself going on the rides but when I attempted to also multiply that imagined fun by a million, I got stuck.  I had no idea how much a million was, and I had difficulty imaging myself on amusement rides for all eternity… whatever that was!


A year later my Mom’s Mom died.  I recall coming home from school and my Mom was sitting in my Dad’s chair – this is something that she never did – and she was crying.  I sat with her.  No words were necessary… even if I had any words.


It would not be until years later that the two events (the class about the afterlife and my Mom quietly crying) would come together in my conscious awareness.  The discrepancy between the conceptual teaching and the real sorrow that I experienced seeing my Mom cry lingered within me for years. 
Most of us are taught from an early age that there is something beyond this life.  Possibly, like me, we were taught about resurrection as a concept.  Possibly, too, that concept can go unchallenged because we really don’t give it much thought, or if we do question it we feel guilty, because we are also taught that we can’t question matters of faith.  Then, someone we love dies or we ourselves are diagnosed with a disease that can cause our death, and an internal struggle begins to wage war within us.  No longer is the afterlife just a concept that we accept without question.  It is now a reality that is affecting our lives directly and immediately.

Jesus, in today’s Gospel from Luke, is challenged by some Sadducees.  The Sadducees are a group of very successful and practical Jews who align themselves with the political powers that will best serve their interests.  They tend to be part of the upper class and are most concerned with their and their Religion’s economic futures.  They are intellectually and relationally detached and rely only on what their minds can grasp.

Jesus responds to them on a different level.  He speaks to them about people relating with people… which is always experiential and immediate.  It is the difference between what was being offered in the classroom and what happened when I sat with my Mom who was grieving the death of her Mom.  It is the difference between talking about God and experiencing God acting in and through our lives.
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