30th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

10/25/2015
Two psychiatrists were talking and one asked the other, ‘What was your most difficult case?’
His colleague answered, ‘Once I had a patient who lived in a pure fantasy world.  He believed that a wildly rich uncle in South America was going to leave him a fortune.  All day long he waited for a make-believe letter to arrive from a fictitious attorney.  He never went out or did anything.  He just sat around and waited.’
‘What was the result?’ asked the first psychiatrist.

‘Well, it was an eight-year struggle but I finally cured him. And then that stupid letter arrived....’

We sometimes become so convinced that everything else seems impossible, and we stop seeing.
The prophet Jeremiah undertakes a task that he knows will mean his death.  He announces to the people of Judah (and especially to the ruling class in Judah) the unthinkable, their lives are about to change.  They are so convinced that ‘God will protect them’ that they can’t see that their life choices are leading them to disaster.

Change is difficult for all of us, but somehow it is somewhat easier if we maintain a measure of control.  When an outside force, however, causes us to change (be it Nature or another person) then we resist with greater intensity.  We refuse to see or are psychologically incapable to seeing.
Jesus also undertakes a task that he knows will mean his death.  He proclaims a change in the way that we see God.  Many resist the change that Jesus offers; and unlike Bartimaeus who desires ‘to see’, those who feel that they have something to ‘lose’ refuse to be healed.  Their refusal – as it has throughout human history – results in violence.
The irony is that the change that Jesus offers reveals God as freely loving us; as completely identifying with us; as incapable of judging or condemning us.  This is too ill-defined for many of us.  We prefer a set of rules by which we can see outer symptoms rather than inner causes.  We can manage and manipulate, project and ignore outer symptoms, but to see inner causes makes us feel out-of-control, guilty and ashamed.

The freedom of God to love us, as we have made ourselves, goes against the grain of self-reliance, of bettering ourselves, of making ourselves greater than we are.  It deflates the self-centered image that we create making us feel useless.  Self-importance is the product of being useful, being able to accomplish, being successful, being productive.
Bartimaeus is none of these things.  He is blind, and is completely dependent upon the generosity of others.  Ironically – for Bartimaeus – it becomes a positive attribute.  It prepares him to be less self-reliant and more receptive to accept the help that Jesus offers.  He wants to see the freedom of God, and he does.  So can we.
PAGE  
2

