Second Sunday in Easter (A)


04/23/2017
When I was a cub scout, a trip to Plymouth Rock was planned.  We were instructed on the meaning and significance of the rock.  We heard about the pilgrims; their passage across the Atlantic Ocean; the many hardships that they endured; their great joy at finally reaching the new land that was a fulfillment of their dreams; the difficulties that they faced as winter rapidly approached; and their feast of thanksgiving.
The day of the trip arrived and off we went to see the rock that celebrated the pilgrims’ great journey of hardships and successes.  When we arrived, we were shown the rock, and many were taken aback by its size.  We had anticipated a mountain and we were shown a very ordinary rock that can be found anywhere!  How disappointing that was!
Anticipation most generally leads to disappointment and regret.  The disciples of Jesus anticipate that the whirlwind ride that they have been experiencing with Jesus will continue.  We hear John and James asking that they be allowed to sit at Jesus’ right and left when he comes into his kingdom.  We hear Peter reprimanding Jesus, telling him that nothing bad will ever happen to him.  Then, everything falls apart, and disappointment and regret take hold of their hearts and minds.
Each time Jesus comes into their midst following his death and resurrection, he invites the disciples to experience peace.  That is, he invites the disciples to stop anticipating (what is to come), stop regretting (what is in the past), and to experience what is.
This is most evident with Thomas – in our Gospel story from John – who is not free to experience peace because he has not experienced what is.  He, instead, continues to anticipate (if only…) and regret (too bad…).  It is only when he experiences what is that his eyes are opened and the present moment overwhelms him with joy.

Like the disciples and humanity in general, we learn to anticipate and regret.  We learn to take offense and make judgments.  We learn to compete and compare.  We learn to give and to take and to resist receiving.  We miss so much because we anticipate and regret.  God, however, finds ways to help us experience the present moment… the only place where we can experience Jesus in our midst.
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