2nd Sunday in Advent (B)
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A man enacts a mime in which he is straining to open one of three doors.  He pushes and pulls at the doorknobs, but none of the doors will open.  Then he kicks with his feet against the doors, but they don’t break.  Finally, he throws his full weight against each of the doors, but none of them yield.

The mime, in many ways, is ridiculous… especially because the audience knows that he is imagining that the doors are restricting him.
As humans we put restrictions on almost everything.  This usually results in our thinking that God has similar restrictions.  That God has restrictions is also taught to us by our religion.  Our Sacraments, as they are presented, imply that God is restricted.  We hear instructions that God is available only for those who are worthy, and then are given ways to earn merit so as to be worthy.
Like the mime, we imagine locked doors through which we must pass… or they are imagined for us.  We hear and then repeat that God puts these doors in our way, and the only way that we can unlock and get through these doors is by living within the restrictions mandated to us.
Our first reading from Isaiah, however, indicates that instead of imposing restrictions upon us, God removes any and every obstacle.  God desires that we be comforted.  God speaks tenderly to us.  God announces that what God gives to us is without restriction.
John the Baptist announces something similar in today’s Gospel story from Mark.  He proclaims that God isn’t restricted to the Temple.  Knowing that God is with us (he calls this forgiveness) is as available as the water of the Jordan River.  He then declares that God has even less restrictions than he can imagine when he proclaims: ‘I have baptized you with water; [the one who comes after me] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
The Gospel informs us that Jesus teaches that God has no restrictions.  God has nothing to protect.  God is: God for us.  This is a dynamic image of God instead of the static and stale image of God with which we are familiar.  We discover in this way of experiencing God that there are no locked doors; there are no restrictions.
We, as humans, have difficulty accepting that God has no restrictions.  Our human mind almost immediately asks, ‘Where is the worth if God doesn’t have restrictions that must be met?’  Meriting, after all, is what gives to our human lives a sense of worth.  Maybe this is one reason that sacrifice is so emphasized.  We understand sacrifice.  We can’t understand God without restrictions.
It seems that we can only stop imagining locked doors when restrictions stop working for us.  Unfortunately, we can also go in another direction too: we simply stop believing.  God is willing to take that chance.  Maybe because God always find a way for us to experience a love that has no restrictions.
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