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Henry Shelton, who recently died, was an advocate for the poor.  He founded the George Wiley Center in Pawtucket where he both reached out to the poor and acted as their advocate in the political arena.  Henry never stopped being an irritant in an effort to help those most in need.  He was persistent – in a nonviolent way –in his efforts to bring before the eyes of all the plight of those who could not speak for themselves.

Desmond Tutu, a black man living in South Africa under the discrimination of apartheid, is another example of someone who persistently – in a nonviolent way – advocated for those who were caught in the system.  He persistently worked to change the environment and society in which he lived so that all could be free and equal.  His voice could not be silenced by threats or imprisonment.


It is this kind of persistence that Jesus is highlighting in today’s Gospel story from Luke.  Whenever injustice is present, persistent efforts are needed to help change the injustice.  It is easy, however, to be tempted to approach changing the injustice in a violent manner.  When we do, we unconsciously replace the injustice – which we are attempting to change – with another injustice, and the oppressed become the oppressors.

Here is a good indication where our efforts originate.  When our persistence originates in God, like both Henry Shelton and Desmond Tutu, we are willing to embrace all.  We condemn no one.  We express no animosity.  We don’t seek to shame another.  We are willing to experience an equality that is shared by all.


This isn’t a way of acting that is possible for us on our own.  We are more influenced by the hero who forcefully and violently overcomes the bad person.  We unconsciously accept that ‘might makes right’.  We decry as unjust anything that – we feel – impinges on our rights.  All of these ways of acting are within our power, and prevent God from flowing through us.


This is the easy way, and it sorely tempts us because it makes us feel good about ourselves.  We feel empowered.  We are convinced that God is directing us.  We tell ourselves that we are making a positive contribution.  And all the while we condemn others, oppress others, shame others, and reinforce our protection of what we deem to be our rights.

Being an advocate for those who cannot speak of themselves is a dangerous path to follow.  Seeking justice in the face of injustice is a most difficult path to walk.  Very little is clear; the road is uneven; it is so easy to make mistakes and so tiring to start again; we can carry nothing with us and we always do.

It is a path, then, that is impossible for us to walk.  And it is a path upon which Jesus calls us to walk.  It is the acceptance of that call that makes all of the difference.  When we practice accepting the call of Jesus, we begin to live nonviolently.  This is no small undertaking.  Our efforts cannot originate in ourselves… we need the help of God.  This, then, becomes our prayer, and gradually we begin to recognize God flowing through us empowering us to walk the path that Jesus walked.
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