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A young couple, who is approaching their wedding day, grows apprehensive because each has a secret that they have not shared with the other.  The young man, overcoming his fear, decides to ask his dad for advice.  ‘I am deeply concerned about the success of my marriage,’ he tells his dad.  ‘I love my fiancée very much, but you see, I have very smelly feet, and I'm afraid that my Rebecca will be put off by them.’
‘No problem,’ says his dad.  ‘All you have to do is wash your feet as often as possible and always wear socks, even to bed.’
Rebecca, overcoming her fear, decides to take her problem to her mom.  ‘Mom, when I wake in the morning my breath is truly awful.  It is so bad, I'm afraid that my Robert will not want to sleep in the same room with me!’
Her mom responds, ‘When you wake, get straight out of bed and head for the bathroom and brush your teeth.  The key is not to say a word until you've brushed your teeth.’
Rebecca and Robert wed.  Neither not forgets the advice they have received.  Robert wears his socks perpetually and Rebecca remains silent in the morning, and they manage quite well.  Shortly before dawn, some six months later, however, Robert wakes with a start to find that one of his socks has come off.  Fearful of the consequences, he frantically searches the bed.  This, of course, wakes Rebecca, who without thinking, immediately asks, ‘What on earth are you doing?’
‘Oh, no!’ he gasps in shock.  ‘You've swallowed my sock!’
That which attracts us to another is that we sense that we are compatible.  That is, we recognize at least a part of ourselves in the other.  This initial attraction has great power.  It can affect our concentration, our dreams, our eating habits; it can cause us to stutter, be at a loss for words, take us into a state of bliss; it can, in other words, engulf and capture our full attention.  Sometimes this is called infatuation… and in some ways it is.
Initial compatibility, however, cannot sustain a marriage relationship because it is based essentially upon our likes and dislikes.  Yet, likes and dislikes change… which can cause a crisis to develop.  It is for this reason that it is imperative that we discover a more sustainable source from which we can draw.
Jesus, in the gospels, does put a high value on marriage.  Marriage reflects for him the relationship between God and Israel.  We can accept the ideal and also recognize that the ideal is sometimes not fully realized.  When we hold the ideal as the only possibility, then we tend to condemn when the ideal isn’t fully attained.

Jesus, in using the relationship between God and Israel, is acutely aware that divorce also happens.  Israel is influenced – as are we – by culture, family, religion, unhealed hurts, successes and failures, and numerous other events and experiences.  These influences act like filters on a computer.  The filter – influenced by our likes and dislikes – determines what is acceptable and what is not acceptable.  God goes beyond likes and dislikes.  God is free to love.  The result is that sometimes we resist or reject God, thinking that what God has to offer will harm us.
It is in this freedom (rather than in our likes and dislikes) that we are invited to live our lives.  It doesn’t mean that we will not fail.  It doesn’t mean that we will always – or ever – live the ideal.  It does mean that we practice being willing to living in the freedom of God which brings life rather than death, compassion rather than judgment, forgiveness rather than condemnation.
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