26th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


10/01/2017
Teresa of Avila tells us in her book on spirituality, The Interior Castle, that the most important thing that we can do is to know ourselves.  She pushes aside the notion that it is more important to pray and worship God.  She, instead, insists self-knowledge supersedes anything else.  Her reasoning is that we are most adept at fooling ourselves.
Those who are religious – such as a religious sister, brother, or priest – and people who live religiously – who are morally correct, fast and sacrifice, or manifest the trappings of sanctity – are more at risk of fooling themselves.  This is so, she continues, because the trappings can cause us to close ourselves, become self-sufficient, need to feel worthy while we are declaring our unworthiness!
Teresa will go on to say that self-knowledge is dependent upon our being open in every way that is possible.  It is dependent upon our openness to live with a question rather than demanding an answer.  It is dependent upon our openness to release our plans and permit life to happen to us.  It is dependent upon an openness to accept community in which all are free and encouraged to live from their inner authority rather than being a submissive consultant, and waiting for the one with authority – who is in charge – to decide and act.

There are many reasons why we enter a closed circuit way of life.  It feels much more secure and allows us to create a worldview that we can prove to be important; and an image of God that conforms to a commonly held image of God.  It permits us to justify our way of life.  Like the son, in our Gospel story from Matthew, who agrees to work in the vineyard but does not, we also can quickly and easily forget because there is no need for self-reflection.  Our way of life cannot be called into question.  It is a way of life approved by many others because humanly speaking it makes sense.  Trying to love is not possible because forgetfulness is immediate.
Conversely, when we are open, questioning, acknowledging that we fail (sometimes often), we might be living in a way that others do not approve, but openness continues to allow God to flow through us.  Like the other son, in our Gospel story, who refuses to work in the vineyard but then does, we are open to self-reflection because we know that we are capable of failure and often do fail.

Failure can make us sad.  Failure can cause us to be frustrated ourselves.  Failure can open a door for us to see that the way of life that we have created in our closed circuit worldview no longer works for us.  We are then forced to deal with failure and this often leads us to try to love.
We then might actually hear Jesus saying: ‘Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God before you.’ and understand that includes us!
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