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09/24/2017
If I were to guess, this is a Gospel story that most people – when it is read – either ignore it or it causes them to get angry.  I can hear one of my most beloved uncles declaring: ‘This story is Communist propaganda somehow put into the Bible!’  Then we hear God announcing – in our first reading – through Isaiah: ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways,’ says the Lord.  ‘As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways above your ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.’
Making sure that everyone is treated fairly is a legitimate concern.  Our understanding of what is fair, however, can sometimes be skewed.  As a child, I was one of four children, and naturally we were very concerned that we each be treated fairly.  Our understanding of what it meant to be treated fairly was that we each received an equal share of everything.

One night I woke to my Mom inviting my sister to watch a TV show.  Normally I would have been back to sleep in a moment or two, but not this time.  I felt that I was being treated unfairly.  Why could my sister get to watch a TV show and I had to stay in bed?  I was being treated unfairly!  It is a silly childhood example, but it can capture for us the feelings that arise in us and prevent us from receiving from God all that God desires to give to us!

When we focus on making sure that we are being treated fairly, our vision becomes myopic.  We measure everything.  We think in terms of deserving and undeserving; meriting and not meriting; reward and punishment; comparison and competition.  Such thinking causes us to become narrow.
The story that we hear in today’s Gospel from Matthew reflects the openness of God.  God never measures.  God is unconcerned about who deserves and who does not deserve; who merits and who does not merit; who is to be rewarded and who is to be punished.  God gives to all everything that we need.  Or as Dorothy Day writes: Christ understands us when we fail, and God understands us when we try to love.
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