22nd Sunday Ordinary Time (C) 


08/28/2016

Many years ago, the parish in which I was serving offered a meal on Thanksgiving Day for those who would not have a meal or would be alone.  As volunteers came forward many were encouraged to eat with those who had come for a meal.  This was not possible for everyone as some, for example, had a meal planned with their families later in the day.  Others felt more comfortable serving the food, but were hesitant about eating with the guests.  Sharing a meal with strangers isn’t always an easy thing to do.

Jesus, according to the Gospels, accepts invitations to dine on numerous occasions.  Some understand this openness as a negative.  He is called ‘a glutton and a drunkard.’  Luke, like in today’s Gospel story, uses these occasions to highlight the sayings of Jesus.

The sayings of Jesus are not always profound.  Some reflect the common wisdom that we find, for example, in the Book of Proverbs.  We hear such wisdom when Jesus suggests that it is to our advantage to take a lower seat so as not to be embarrassed by having to retreat from a higher seat.


The second saying of today’s Gospel, however, is unique.  Jesus is encouraging his host to invite ‘the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind’ and to eat with them.  When we eat with another, we acknowledge our oneness with them.  The playing field is levelled.  We are sharing something that we all have to do: eat and drink.  That commonality points to our equality, and removes the barriers that separate us.

We too receive an invitation to come and dine.  It is an invitation that is highlighted by the Second Vatican Council when the Eucharist is referenced as a meal in which we all share.  This invitation, unfortunately, isn’t always extended (by some) or received (by others).  God desires to have a meal with us, but some of us – for a variety of reasons – find ourselves resisting.  The biggest resistance – it seems – comes from a concern about our being worthy.  Then, emphasis shifts to the Mass being a sacrifice to atone for our unworthiness,

When Jesus instructs his host to invite ‘the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind’, he is eliminating the concern about being worthy.  ‘The poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind’ are, in Jesus’ religion and culture, to be accursed by God.  We cannot get any less worthy!  Yet, Jesus repeatedly chooses to eat and drink with ‘the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind’, and urges various hosts to do the same.


This is not received well (by some) in his time and continues (by some) to be not well received today.  This is unfortunate and (in some ways) understandable.  The freedom to be this open cannot be found in us… only in God.
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