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One of the hazards of receiving an education – particularly in a specialized subject – is the temptation to give the impression that we know more than other people do.  We often don’t do this directly.  Rather, we make our point by insinuating into the conversation a word, for example, that anyone not proficient in the subject would not know or use.  Essentially, we are declaring, ‘I am rich in my knowledge.’
This approach can be used as an effective tool for us to get ahead or climb the ladder in the corporate and (sometimes) church worlds.  We – by demonstrating our knowledge and confidence – are announcing that we are rich and can be an asset… at least in our own minds.
It is a mindset that asks the question that we hear in today’s Gospel story from Luke: ‘Lord, will only a few people be saved?’  It might escape many of us but Jesus never answers the question.  He, instead, points in an entirely different direction.

The concern about ‘who will be saved’ is often raised by us who want to be in control of our lives and other people’s lives too.  We feel as though we are rich in the knowledge of what it takes ‘to be saved.’  We manufacture criteria for others that are impossible for ourselves to keep, but demand that other people must keep for them to be accepted or ‘saved.’
This approach creates a siege mentality in which our riches – be they monetary, ideology, or religious belief – must be protected at all costs.  The criteria set by a siege mentality allows for only a few to ‘be saved.’  Everyone else is condemned and thrown away.
Jesus ignores the siege mentality manufactured by his culture, religion, and his disciples.  He, instead points in another direction, poverty.  When we are free to live in our poverty, we have a greater tendency to be open.  We don’t have the same kind of fear as someone who is rich does.  We have little to lose and much to receive from others and God.
As a newly ordained priest I was full of ideas and rich in theology.  I had earned something very few other people had, ordination.  I was to be addressed as ‘father’.  I was at the center of the action and the center of attention at Mass and other gatherings.  It was very heady.  Soon – unfortunately not soon enough to prevent others from being harmed by my bravado but because of my painful failures – I discovered just how poor I was and I am.
‘Who will be saved?’  God throws no one away.  God has no need for a siege mentality.  All is offered freely to all.  This seems to be the answer that Jesus gives in today’s Gospel.
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