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A juggler, driving to his next performance, is stopped by a police officer.  As the officer approaches the car he notices matches and lighter fluid on the back seat and begins to wonder if he has stopped an arsonist.  So he asks, ‘What are these matches and lighter fluid doing in your car?’
‘I'm a juggler,’ the driver answers, ‘and I juggle flaming torches in my act.’
‘Really,’ says the doubtful officer. ‘Let's see you juggle.’
The driver gets out and masterfully starts juggling the blazing torches.  A passing couple slows their car to watch.  ‘Wow,’ says the husband to his wife.  ‘I'm glad I quit drinking.  Look at the sobriety test they're giving now!’
Wisdom is a tricky thing.  It often isn’t what we think it is.  It isn’t, for example, outsmarting other people or God.  Rather, wisdom is practicing willingness to living in and with God.  Wisdom is practicing willingness to know that our lives are caught up in Christ.  Wisdom is practicing willingness to eat and drink the food and drink that God prepares for us… even when we don’t feel hungry or thirsty.
Wisdom is often not what we expect and is often not found where we expect.  It usually involves some form of suffering.  The suffering is the result of our expecting to find wisdom someplace else.  We naturally think, for instance, that wisdom is found where we succeed; or in our intelligence; or in our religious beliefs.
Our gospel story from John points out to us that wisdom isn’t found in any of these places.  The expectations of those who oppose Jesus in the story are based upon the wisdom of success, intelligence, and religious beliefs.  It is a wisdom however, that actually prevents them from seeing.
Wisdom – as it is described in the Scriptures – is always willing to learn.  It never assumes that we can understand based upon the knowledge that we have acquired.  It doesn’t stop hungering and thirsting.  Wisdom is like a young child who practices imitating everything: sounds, ways in which to act, ways in which to walk, words, and ways in which to see.

Such wisdom, however, also needs stability.  A child needs consistency in order to learn, needs to feel safe in order to practice imitating others.  This wisdom learns by keeping our feet in the fire.  That is, our insisting that we have all that we need until the pain becomes too great and we are forced to change.

Jesus offers us a way of life that is completely beyond our understanding, and the means by which we can live this life… without understanding.  It is a way of life that is found in the word heaven or eternity.  No one can explain heaven.  No one can attain and merit heaven.  It is a gift given to us.
Wisdom, then, is a willingness to practice receiving all as a gift… much like children who trust that all is given to them.
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