20th Sunday Ordinary Time (C) 


08/14/2016
The pathway in God – as Jesus reminds us in the Gospels – is narrow and not travelled easily.  One reason is because walking the pathway in God contradicts our human tendencies.  The image that we manufacture for ourselves makes sense to us.  It is the image that we most often project to the world.  It is the image that provides us with good and bad feelings about ourselves.  It is the image that pushes us forward or crushes us in disappointment.

We have, however, another image which God freely gives to us.  When we are very young, we readily see and relate with this image.  As we grow and develop, we lose touch with it and begin to think that the image that we manufacture is the only image.  The road in God, as a result, is so narrow and feels so conflictual (without peace) because the path is counter-intuitive.  It conflicts with the values and way of life that are promoted by our manufactured image.

Jeremiah and many other prophets recognize the difficulty presented by this manufactured image, and Jesus seeks to help us to see that we – most likely – will feel divided before we experience union.
The Gospel writer, Luke, is writing 50-60 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  During those intervening years the world in which the disciples of Jesus are living has changed dramatically.  The City of Jerusalem and the Temple (both of which continue as the center of the disciples’ world and the central place of worship) are destroyed.  Animosity between the now displaced Jews and the Jewish and Gentile disciples of Jesus develops into – on the part of the Jews – a refusal to permit disciples of Jesus to worship in Synagogues; and – on the part of the disciples of Jesus – inflammatory rhetoric that depicts the Jews (who are not followers of Jesus) as those who murdered Jesus.  It is this conflict that Luke has in mind when he recalls the words of Jesus that we hear in today’s Gospel story.

Jesus, however, might have also been teaching about the conflict that happens to each person as they journey in God.  Our culture, society, and everyday events influence our journey in God.  They add flavor and color the way in which we taste and see the world around us.  They cause us to be biased and sometimes bigoted, promoting that which affords us the best opportunities to come out on top.  Left unchecked or encouraged by our ignorance or avoidance our biases and bigotry cause a divide and conflict without and within us.
Those who want Jeremiah killed – in our first reading – don’t want to see or hear anything that will burst the bubble of their biased illusions.  It is said, for example, that Jimmy Carter lost re-election because in one of his speeches he referred to the miasma in which many Americans live.  Most people didn’t want to hear anything but what their biased illusions showed them.
We are not capable of seeing and hearing our biases and bigotry without our also experiencing that we are grounded in God.  The divisions and the conflicts that are a part of each person’s life are overwhelming when left to ourselves.  Thanks be to God that we are not alone.  This is the Gospel that Jesus proclaims: ‘Nothing can separate us from the love of God… not even death on a cross!’
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