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A priest has two parrots.  He has taught them to pray the rosary, which they do quite effectively to the delight and edification of all who hear them.  One day his aunt approaches him.  She also has a parrot.  Unlike her nephew’s parrots, her bird has developed the habit of saying at the most inopportune times: ‘Oh boy! What a babe! Let’s get it on!’
Distraught, she is ready to give her parrot away.  Her nephew however suggests that she allow her parrot to stay with his parrots for a time.  ‘Maybe,’ he says, ‘they can teach your bird to pray the rosary.’
His aunt is delight with this idea and brings her bird to the rectory the next day.  They place the bird in the same room with the other parrots.  No sooner have they done this when the aunt’s parrot says aloud, ‘Oh boy! What a babe! Let’s get it on!’  Hopeful that her parrot will soon learn something more wholesome they leave the room.  Just as they are closing the door, however, they hear one of the priest’s parrots say to the other, ‘Thank God!  Our prayers are finally answered!’

The story of Noah and his family is part of a series of stories (five in total) that make up the first eleven chapters of the Book of Genesis.  Each of these stories shows God creating and humans de-creating or destroying.  Each of these stories ends with a sign that acts as a reminder that God never stops relating with us.


The sign in the story about Noah is the bow in the sky.  We are told that this sign is a reminder that God is in a relationship with us and this relationship cannot be broken by anything that we do or don’t do.  This isn’t the first time that we hear this in the Scriptures.

The rainbow is very much like a bridge.  It points out that God is united with us.  It reminds us that nothing can separate us from God.  
Jesus, in our Gospel reading from Mark, experiences God connected with him. This results in him experiencing a transformation in his understanding of himself. He experiences that he is God’s beloved. (We might hear a voice inside of us saying to us now, ‘Of course he experiences that he is God’s beloved! Jesus is the Son of God!’) Jesus is, however, also fully human. As a human he, like us, has to experience and then process the experience. Both are necessary.

The Gospel stories concur. So, Jesus, we are told, is driven out into the desert. There he takes time to process his experience of God.  As he processes contradictions and questions and doubts arise.  These are natural. Jesus chooses to interact with these sometimes disagreeable resistances.

Unfortunately, we have been taught and have come to see these moments of resistance as evil, and we personify this evil as the devil or Satan. It is true that if we ignore these moments of resistance we can promote evil. That is, we act as though we are a closed system, self-sufficient, and non-relational. We are influenced to see a lie, and this lie can cause us to promote evil (that God is not united with us). Jesus deals with the resistance that he is feeling. His willingness to deal rather than get rid of the feelings of resistance, helps him to live openly. This is who Jesus is.  This is who we are.
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