1st Sunday in Lent (A)
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Each year I receive a calendar that follows the life of Jeremy who is a teenager in the comic strip, Zits.  Jeremy, on one occasion, shows his Mom and Dad a zip line that he has installed between his second floor bedroom window and his van.  He is elated that now – when he is running late – he can use the zip line to reach his van speedily.
His Mom immediately tells him, to Jeremy’s dismay and displeasure, to disconnect the line.
I suspect that most of us have either known or read about people who do stupid things for the best intentions.  Then – too late – they realize all the good that they intended is undone by their stupidity.  That which looked very good and desirable is recognized for what it is… something less than good and desirable… or is it?
Our first reading from Genesis shows us a stupid idea that is promoted as a good and desirable idea.  The story of Adam and Eve attempts to explain the human process of growth and development.  It is the recognition that we can’t remain naïve of good and evil.  Yet, when we gain knowledge of good and evil, we are also forced out of paradise.  Now everything is attained – we think and feel – only by our toil; everything must be earned.

Jeremy’s Dad offers us a somewhat different message.  His wife angrily asks him why he didn’t say anything to support her.  He responds, ‘I didn’t know Jeremy knew how to use a screw gun!’ 

God uses everything – our good ideas and especially our bad ideas – and transforms them into something good for us.  Adam and Eve lose paradise and gain an experience of forgiveness. That is, they now experience that nothing can separate them from God!  Failure – sin – is the only way that we can fully experience that God can be trusted not to abandon us.
Paul serves as a good example.  He is convinced that he is doing God’s will by killing or imprisoning those who are followers of Jesus.  When he eats of this fruit, his eyes are opened and he experiences failure.  He is thrown out of paradise (i.e. his conviction that he is doing God’s will), and after some confusion and suffering, he experiences forgiveness.  It is this experience that frees him to exclaim in his Letter to the Romans, ‘Nothing can separate us from the love of God!’
We can attempt to come to God in many different ways.  We can be convinced that we are doing God’s will.  We can experience God always with us, however, in only one way… by failing and experiencing forgiveness.
PAGE  
2

