19th Sunday Ordinary Time (C) 


08/07/2016

‘Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.’  This declaration found in our second reading this weekend from the letter to the Hebrews doesn’t make sense.  How can faith be ‘the realization’?  A realization is something that has already happened.  The reading, however, is about something that hasn’t yet happened.


We are recipients of a promise: God dwells with us and we live – in the present moment – in the Reign of God.  We are not always receptive to promises.  Life teaches us that promises are not always kept.  We or others might intend to keep a promise, then life intervenes and the promise goes unfulfilled.  That experience can jade us and we, as a result, begin to equate faith with a mental belief or a concept that has little or no effect on our lives.


When this happens, we begin to live as though we are responsible for everything.  We stop living as conduits through which God flows, and begin acting as though life comes from us.  The instruction that Jesus offers in today’s Gospel from Luke is saying something similar.  When we stop living as ‘servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks,’ we stop experiencing that we are recipients of the promise that God dwells with us.

Living as though we are alone leads us to violence.  Jesus continues his story by adding that when servants live as though they are alone – independent – they also [begin] to beat the menservants and the maidservants, to eat and drink and get drunk.’  It seems to be human nature.

The starting point, then, to living free of fear is remembering God ‘is pleased to give [us] the kingdom.’  We are not alone.  We are not self-sufficient.  We exist only because God exists in us and beyond us, and we are created because God’s existence is community.

Jesus goes on to say that our ability to experience God dwelling with us is dependent upon our willingness to practice living in community.  One way that we practice is by our celebrating Eucharist.  When we relate and interact with each we are practicing God dwelling with us, and that we are not alone.  Another way in which we practice community is by willingness to live our connection with each other.

Neither practice is easy.  We each have our ways of doing things, and we can irritate and annoy each other.  When we practice, we come face to face with the ways in which we declare our independence and our desire to live alone.  We see, in this way, our poverty, and our immediate reaction is to deny it or find a way not to be poor, and the promise is hidden or forgotten.
Remembering that we are not alone always takes us on the path that leads us to the cross, our death and our resurrection… which is always a communal experience.
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