17th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


07/30/2017
A young man saw an elderly couple sitting down to eat lunch at a local fast food restaurant.  He noticed that they had ordered one meal and an extra drinking cup.  As he watched, the older gentleman carefully divided the hamburger in half, and then counted out the fries, one for him, one for her, until each had an equal amount of fries.  Next, the elderly man poured half of the soft drink into the extra cup and set that in front of his wife.  He then began to eat, and his wife sat watching, with her hands folded in her lap.  

The young man decided to ask if they would allow him to purchase another meal for them so that they didn't have to split the one they had.  The old gentleman said: ‘Oh, no.  We've been married 50 years, and everything has always been and will always be shared 50/50.’
The young man then asked the wife if she was going to eat, and she replied: ‘Not yet. It's his turn with the teeth.’
Sometimes, like the young man in our opening story, we find ourselves in an awkward situation and would like to hide.  Other times we can feel lost and weep to be found.  The theme of losing and finding is popular in the teachings of Jesus.

The parables that we hear this weekend from the Gospel of Matthew seem to emphasize our making every effort to search.  They do.  Making the effort to search is important.  Our ineffectiveness at finding is also important.  It is only when we feel that we ‘have arrived’ (found that for which we search) that we get ourselves into trouble.
Maybe it is for this reason that what we search is never found by us.  We search for happiness.  We search for ways to be understood by our spouse or children.  We search for peace in our families, ourselves and in the world. We search and search and each time we feel thwarted.  Then, quite unexpectedly that which we search finds us.  We don’t know how or why.  We hesitate that it might not be real.  We feel embarrassed, undeserving, or inadequate.  Yet, despite our best efforts to hinder ourselves from being found, we are.
The next question is: now that we have been found by that which we seek, what do we do next?  Have we arrived?  Do we stop searching?

God – who is community - is never static.  Rather, God is always becoming, always interacting, always searching and being found by what God searches.  God – in Christ Jesus – sets the example for us.  Our searches might not always be pleasant – though some are.  They might not often bear fruit – though some do in unexpected and unasked ways.  They may cause us to tire – though some will energize us.  Our searching and not finding and being found by what we search is fundamental to who we are.
PAGE  
2

