16th Sunday Ordinary Time (A)


07/23/2017
Fairy tales are full of mistaken identities.  The characters in the tales often mistake evil for good and good for evil.  It also happens in real life.  I recall one of my cousins finding chocolate in an unusual place.  She was delighted… until the chocolate began to affect her in an unexpected Ex-Lax way.
Thomas Merton, in several of his books, writes about the wrath of God.  Generally when we hear about God’s wrath, we equate God’s wrath with our doing something wrong.  God, like our parents or other adults, gets angry with us because we have done something bad and punishes us.  Merton, however, experiences the wrath of God in a different way.

He experiences God’s wrath not as having anything to do with right or wrong, good or bad, reward or punishment.  Rather, he says, what we experience as the wrath of God is actually our experiencing the freedom of God to live as God lives; and because this freedom comes from God and is not us choosing it, it feels like nothing (something bad) … which we interpret as God’s wrath.
When we live in what we experience as God’s wrath (something that is impossible for us to do without our also living in Christ), we also begin to experience the wrath (or the void) as God’s embrace.  When we resist living in what we experience as God’s wrath (something that we often do), we find ways to fill the void with activities that we feel soothe God’s wrath (such as sacrifices or sacrificial offerings); and who God truly is, is pushed aside once again.
Living with God’s wrath (or the feeling that God is absent) is to live in the mystery of love.  We generally think of mystery as things hidden.  They are and they are not hidden.  That is, all is hidden in plain sight, but because we are talking about infinity it is impossible for us to wrap our heads around it.  This often leads us to feel frustrated, unfulfilled, anxious, sinful, and need fixing.  So, we go about fixing by dumbing-down mystery to a set of beliefs and moral actions that we can measure.  We, in this way, can know when we are good and when we are bad; when we are deserving of God’s reward and when we are deserving of God’s punishment.
One example is the instructions that we receive about our being eligible to get Communion.  We are told that only the worthy can get Communion.  It is a reward that has to be earned.  Less we become confused, or things get messy, a list is provided of everything that makes us unworthy to get Communion.
The mystery (that is God) is all-inclusive.  God – Jesus says – leavens us like yeast: without our knowing how or why.  Our human nature can feel frustrated and frightened by our inability to fully grasp this mystery, and it can feel very messy.  Ultimately, however, we learn to trust God and enter that mystery as Jesus – who is our model – enters the mystery.  We stop worrying about what is wheat and what are weeds, trusting that God will sort out everything.
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