15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

07/12/2015
I enjoy walking… I just don’t enjoy walking by myself.  This doesn’t always make sense to me.  I do any number of things by myself.  I am very comfortable, for example, that I live by myself.  Yet, when it comes to exercise, my preference is exercising with someone else.

This preference sometimes helps me to see that God never does anything alone.  God is always working with someone else.  We have numerous examples of God working with people throughout the Scriptures.  Theologically, the mystery of the Trinity also points in this direction. The prophet Amos – in our first reading - is one such person in the Scriptures.

When we practice a willingness to be receptive by learning mercy, we are also more receptive to God being in union with us; we begin too to observe the ways in which we resist God’s connection with us.  This willingness to observe the ways in which we resist mercy frees us, ironically, to become more receptive and less resistive to know and live in mercy.  We are – somewhat – less under the influence of a way of life in which limitations require us to judge, compare, compete, and be envious of what others have and we don’t have.  Or, as is evident in our first reading, be blinded by our need for certainty and security which we feel a political or religious position gives to us.  We can own and protect – to some degree – political and religious positions, but we can only receive mercy as a gift.
The prophet, Amos, isn’t unduly influenced by the political or religious party-line.  He has no need to protect the political and religious agenda.  He doesn’t fear for his job.  He isn’t impressed by the grandeur or majesty of the king or the court officials.  He isn’t unduly blinded by ambition or envy.  He views all from the perspective that as God is merciful, so too we must be merciful.  This frees him to see – sometimes – as God sees.  His sight is less impaired by undue influences.
It is this freedom that Jesus seems to want his disciples to practice by sending them out two by two.  They are given no sign of authority.  They are stripped of any political and religious mindset.  Their sole purpose is to practice being receptive to God’s mercy and to practice being receptive to offering God’s mercy.
We too are commissioned by Jesus to practice knowing God’s mercy and to practice being receptive to offering God’s mercy.  This is not reserved for clergy and religious.  Often, however, it isn’t a very appealing way of living.  It means that we practice observing ourselves without judgment and with compassion, which leads us to practice observing others without judgment and with compassion.  As we begin practicing, many of us will gradually discover a strong resistance and a lack of receptivity to this practice.
We are more comfortable reducing our commission to reciting pious devotions, fulfilling moral and church obligations, and wrapping ourselves in personal spiritual blankets to the exclusion of others.  We are more comfortable remaining aloof from the messiness of life – ours and others, which, in turn keeps us from knowing our connection with other people… especially from those who don’t think or look like us.
The uniqueness of the gospel message – that is too often missed by us – is that we live in God’s mercy.  It is as prevalent and as unseen as the air that we breathe.  Or as one person puts it: God’s mercy is hidden in plain sight.  Just as Jesus sends out his disciples in today’s Gospel, so too does he find ways by which we can practice living God’s mercy.
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