14th Sunday Ordinary Time (B)
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A few years ago I was contacted by the teacher of the 2nd Grade class of which I was a part.  I was happy to hear from her, and we set a time to have lunch.  The day arrived and as I got out of the car I could tell that I wasn’t the person that she was expecting.  We enjoyed a nice lunch but a hint of disappointment was also evident.  I later discovered that she had met a priest – who was younger, taller, and more vivacious than me – that she thought had been her student.

We tend to do something similar with God. We get an image of God or have a sense of how God is expected to relate with us, and when that image or sense isn’t fulfilled or changes, we are generally disappointed.  The story in Mark’s Gospel today is a good example.

The image that the friends and neighbors, with whom Jesus had once lived, is not compatible with the person that they are now experiencing.  Jesus has changed.  Compatibility is something that when it is working, we don’t think about it.  We enjoy it or take it for granted.  When change happens, compatibility disappears, and we can feel as though we have been ‘hit by a bus’.  We can become disgruntled, or it can cause us to feel like we are living with a stranger, and – like in our Gospel story – it can overwhelm us and push us to take offense.

Jesus doesn’t seek to fix or to find a solution to the incompatibility that develops.  We are told that he is so taken aback that the normal flow of God’s love through him is almost completely stifled.  When incompatibility enters our lives, we too are often taken aback.  We generally are stumped by the lack of openness and receptivity that – seemingly – disappears without notice.  We experience hurt and pain, and we are sorely tempted to take offense.  We feel so stifled that whatever level of generosity that we normally have, diminishes.

A natural reaction to our experiencing incompatibility is to close ourselves.  Closure can be a way that we use to protect ourselves.  It can be a means used by us to survive.  Once closed, we are closed… not just to one person, but to every person, including ourselves and God.
Truth be told, we experience incompatibility numerous times during our lifetime.  It seems to be one side-effect of change.  Generally speaking – as in our Gospel story – incompatibility isn’t universal, and so closure isn’t always complete.  God – who always remains infinitely open – continues to pour into us all that God desires to share with us… and healing continues to happen in our lives.
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