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One day a local parish sends out two parishioners in an effort to reach-out to as many people as possible. They knock on the door of one woman who is not at all happy to see them.  The woman tells them in no uncertain terms that she does not want to speak with them and slams the door in their faces.  The door, however, much to her surprise, does not close.  Rather, it almost magically bounces back open.  She tries again, really putting her back into it and slams the door again with the same amazing result… the door bounces back open.
Convinced that one of the pests is sticking their foot in the door, she rears back to give it a third slam.  She feels this will really teach them a lesson.  As she is about to slam the door, one of the visitors politely says, ‘Ma'am, before you do that again, you might want to move your cat.’ 
It is placed in the heart of Mother Theresa of Calcutta to help people who are dying not to die alone.  The experience of God that she has as she is travelling by train urges her to bring community to the people of Calcutta… especially those who are dying.  She, in this way, offers the message that God offers to us that God never rejects or throws away anyone.  God is with us.
It is the same message of Jesus: ‘The Kingdom of God is in your midst.’  God does not abandon, reject or forsake anyone.  God, instead, dwells among us.  We are never alone.  Our first reading from the prophet, Isaiah, our second reading from Galatians, and our Gospel from Luke each in their own way offers this message to us.

God dwells in Jerusalem.  Paul bears the marks of Christ.  The disciples are to live among the people: eating and drinking, interacting and dialoguing, praying and healing.  None of the readings talk of having the truth; having an agenda; or being superior.  As each is the recipient of God’s mercy so they are also to be conduits through which God’s mercy heals others.  No one is abandoned or rejected.  All are embraced by God.

Unfortunately, evangelization has come to mean – for some – getting people to accept their truth and to get people to go to church/Mass.  This isn’t evangelization.  It is recruiting.  The focus isn’t on being of service.  It is on winning.  The unique message of the Gospel can only be offered and received when it comes from community.
Mother Theresa of Calcutta speaks of serving Christ who dwells in each person.  This doesn’t means that she fails to see the person.  Rather, it means that she experiences community in each person.  That is, Christ is in union with each person she meets.
Jesus attempts repeatedly to teach his disciples something similar.  They – not unlike ourselves - don’t immediately get the message.  It is only as they reflect on the way in which Jesus relates with them and all that he meets that they begin to experience Christ dwelling with them.  They stop being afraid.  They stop making their importance felt.  They stop recruiting and demanding that others succumb to their truth.  They, instead, begin to live community, and it is contagious.
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