13th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B) 

06/28/2015

A business executive becomes depressed. Things are not going well at work, and he is bringing his problems home with him each night. He eats his dinner in silence, shutting out his wife and five-year-old daughter.  Then he enters the den and reads the newspaper using it to wall his family out of his life.

One evening – after several nights of this behavior, his daughter takes her little hand and pushes the newspaper down.  She jumps into her father's lap, wraps her arms around his neck and hugs him tightly.  Her dad says abruptly, ‘Honey, you are hugging me to death!’

‘No, Daddy,’ the little girl responds, ‘I'm hugging you to life!’ 
Today’s gospel story from Mark is so familiar to many of us that we tend to tune-it-out as simply another healing story.  The writer, however, does something so obvious that it is hidden in plain sight!  Mark puts a story within a story and then links them with the number twelve.

The deceased daughter of Jairus, we are told, is twelve years old, and the woman who hemorrhages has been afflicted for twelve years.  Building upon the theme of virginity and barrenness that is prevalent in the Scriptures, Mark intimates that both the young girl (who has reached an age in which she can give birth to children) and the woman who hemorrhages (and therefore cannot give birth) are being prevented from living as God creates us.  They are prevented from giving life.  Jesus, who acts as a conduit for God’s power, heals both so that now they are able to give life.  That is, they are generative.
This is the action of God in our lives too. We are created in God’s image so that it comes naturally for us to bring forth life.  Many of us, however, choose the unnatural that prevents us from being generative, ironically, because it feels more natural to us.

I suspect that many of us know people who no longer generate life.  We who are non-generative are like the young girl, and the woman who is hemorrhaging, who are prevented by death and disease to be who they are created to be.  We, instead, are driven to accept the business model which says: unless our income is greater this year than last year, we are losing money.  This causes an undue concern that narrows our perspective, and causes us to operate in a subzero system in which scarcity motivates us.  Anger, impatience, and hoarding are nurtured companions, and blindness to anything other than that which affects us directly is an unconscious credo.

Hopefully, we also know people who generate life.  We are free to share with others without concern that what we share will impoverish us.  We – somehow – know that God gives in abundance everything that we need.  Joy, patience, and a willingness to share are nurtured companions, and compassion moves us to live in the union that connects us all.

The Good News that Jesus proclaims is that God is actively transforming us (we call this Grace) so that we can recognize (without judgment and with compassion) the ways in which we are choosing to prevent life, and the ways in which we (without judgment and with compassion) are being healed to follow our natural desire to bring forth life.
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