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When the Gospel of Luke is developing a change is happening: Jewish Christians and Jewish Pharisees are disputing.  The Temple and the City of Jerusalem have been destroyed by the Romans, all Jews have been scattered, the Sadducees and Herodians (two other significant groups in Judaism) have ceased to exist, which leaves the Pharisees and the Christians as the only two significant groups remaining in Judaism.


Both the Jewish Pharisees and the Jewish Christians are searching for an identity.  Jewish Pharisees feel that unless they can find something that will serve as a substitute for the Temple, Judaism will disappear.  Jewish Christians too are now deprived of the Temple and must also find a replacement, they feel, if their approach to the Jewish Religion is to survive.

The fear that these feelings generate, unfortunately, causes a divide between Pharisaic Judaism and Christian Judaism.  It is this divide that our Gospel story addresses.
The question that John and James ask (‘Lord, do you want us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?’) reflects the feelings of the Jewish Christians who are prevented from worshipping in the synagogues.  When we take offense, our immediate reaction is to strike back…especially if it involves someone or something that we love.  We tend to be very protective of anyone and anything that we treasure.
Jesus’ response to James and John therefore might surprise us: he rebukes them!  It is the message that the Lukan community needs to hear.  It is the message that we too need to hear.  God is unity and not division.  Unfortunately, Christians haven’t always learned this lesson; and worse, we often no longer hear the rebuke.  We, instead, have too often come to the belief that we are doing God’s will when we retaliate!
This mentality causes tremendous amounts of pain, suffering, and greed to dominate the world in which we live.  We are willing, for example, to give our allegiance to anyone – no matter how crass they may be – who promises us safety and prosperity.  We are too often more comfortable with isolating ourselves by building walls than trusting that God is with us in our poverty.

Jesus rebukes this mentality.  Do we trust that God is with us that we can hear the rebuke and the invitation to follow Christ?
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