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One Sunday a priest uses a visual aid to introduce the weekend homily.  He holds up for all to see a smoke detector.  Then he asks the question, ‘What does it mean when an alarm is heard coming from the smoke detector?’

Immediately a young girl raises her hand and vigorously waves it.  Pointing to the young girl the priest asks: ‘Yes, Elizabeth, what do you think it means?’

‘Oh that’s easy,’ says Elizabeth.  ‘It means that my Dad is cooking!’

We wish a Happy Fathers’ Day to all fathers.

Jesus, in our Gospel from Matthew, also asks a question.  Immediately, Peter answers the question based on his perspective.  Apparently, Jesus has a very different perspective, and so we hear that ‘He scolded them and directed them not to tell this to anyone.’  
The perspective from which the crowd and the disciples view him originates in a very limited human perspective.  It is based on their human experiences, and is flavored by either/or thinking.  That is, when Peter declares that Jesus is ‘The Christ of God!’ he envisions grandeur, royalty, and power.
Jesus doesn’t deny any of the responses to his questions, but he also recognizes the limitations from which they come.  After ‘scolding’ the disciples, he offers a perspective that is inclusive.  That is, he both accepts that God does speak through him and that his mission is directed by God and that this does not preclude him from suffering, being disgraced, and being found guilty of sedition and blasphemy.

Jesus doesn’t stop here.  He openly includes us all in this way of life!  God’s freedom, he says, isn’t limited by our perspective.  So, as Paul declares in his Letter to the Galatians, separation doesn’t exist in God.  Separation is a means by which we as limited human beings grow and develop.  It also causes us to get stuck in limited either/or thinking.

We are infinitely more than our limited perspective allows us to see.  We are able and free – by God’s Grace – to see divinely (i.e. to see as God sees).  It is from this perspective that Jesus sees and invites his disciples to see.  They, however, are often stymied by their reluctance to see divinely.
An example that might help us to understand is the approach of our justice system.  The system is based on guilt or innocence.  When one is guilty, punishment is mandated.  When one is innocent, reward is expected.  It is one or the other.  The Scriptures reveal to us that no one is innocent, all are guilty.  Based on our justice system we all deserve punishment.  The Scriptures also reveal that God’s anger with injustice always ends in mercy through forgiveness and reconciliation.

We feel cheated when justice doesn’t punish or reward.  Being open – by God’s Grace – to see divinely, quite frankly, isn’t as satisfying.  It takes us to place that we do not want to go: seeing that we are all – good and bad – connected.  When one suffers, we all suffer.  When one rejoices, we all rejoice.  This is the meaning of Paul’s words in his Letter to the Galatians: ‘For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free person, there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s children, heirs according to the promise.’  This is how God sees us.
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