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The original Star Trek series began to be televised in 1966 and introduced a prime directive not to contaminate cultures newly encountered by the crew.  This directive is broken in several of the episodes, and the effect is always that the contaminated people and their culture begin to evolve more rapidly.


Life has a way of introducing situations that cause change in the way that we deal with life too.  The way that we are used to dealing with life stops working, and we are forced (sometimes painfully) to find a new way to deal with life.  We, of course, initially deny that a change has happened; or we blame someone else for the change. 

The insight of the Genesis story (our first reading) about Adam and Eve is outstanding!  The writer first recognizes that Adam and Eve are created in the image and likeness of God.  Initially, they accept – without question - their union with God, and no distinction between God and them exists.  Gradually, however, they become ‘self-aware’.  This leads them to create an identity that is separate from God, and distinctions are established.  This also results, unfortunately, in the feelings of shame, guilt, and fear.

God, however, isn’t satisfied with this evolutionary development.  So God begins immediately to find ways in which the unity (which partially is lost with distinctions) can be fully restored.  Jesus (the human face of God) speaks of God in words and actions that show God’s desire for us to know that He is united with us, and he (Jesus), in our Gospel story from Mark, is said ‘to be out of his mind!’
We can more easily wrap our mind around reward and punishment rather than God giving to us without expectations.  Jesus – at some point – knows God as Someone who has no expectations, and openly lives this experience.  This results in his openly accepting, including, and healing.  Many people are not prepared to receive God as God desires to give Himself.  We want to filter and interpret, and maintain a distinct separation between God and ourselves.  God, however, finds ways to bypass all filters.  God finds ways to bypass all our interpretations.  God finds ways to live in union with us even as we are declaring our independence.

We tend to call anyone who brings us the message to us that God is already in union with us ‘out of their minds’.  Why? Because we are much more comfortable feeling as though we earn God’s attention, and that this attention happens only in the future and (possibly) at the time of our death.  Jesus, however, heals indiscriminately; preaches indiscriminately; associates with people indiscriminately.
The good news is: We have been contaminated by the message of Jesus.  We have no choice.  We are evolving.
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